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Greater Than Our Prejudices 
 
When the word of the Lord came to Jonah, commanding him to “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great 
city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me” (Jonah 1:2), Jonah 
resisted, unwilling to bring God’s message of mercy to a people he despised. Instead of obeying, 
he fled in the opposite direction, boarding a ship bound for Tarshish to escape “from the 
presence of the Lord” (Jonah 1:3). But God pursued him, sending a great storm that threatened 
the lives of all aboard, until Jonah was cast into the sea and swallowed by a great fish prepared 
by the Lord (Jonah 1:17). In the belly of the fish, Jonah prayed, acknowledging God’s sovereignty 
and mercy, and after three days and nights, the Lord commanded the fish to vomit him onto dry 
land (Jonah 2:10). Again, God called Jonah to Nineveh, and though reluctant, Jonah finally 
obeyed, proclaiming, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” (Jonah 3:4). To Jonah’s 
surprise, the people of Nineveh—from the greatest to the least—believed God, repented in 
sackcloth and fasting, and turned from their evil ways (Jonah 3:5–8).  
 
Despite Jonah’s hesitancy, God used His reluctant prophet to bring about one of the greatest 
revivals recorded in the Bible, showing that His compassion and mercy extend even to those we 
might consider beyond hope. Jonah’s story reminds us that God’s purposes are not thwarted by 
human reluctance, and His grace reaches further than our prejudices, accomplishing salvation 
even through imperfect vessels. 
 
Lesson of Jonah: 
 
1.  Why do you think Jonah tried to flee “from the presence of the Lord” (Jonah 1:3)? 
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2.  What does Jonah’s reluctance teach you about the tension between human prejudice and 
God’s universal mercy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  In what ways might you, like Jonah, resist God’s call to share His message with people you 
find difficult to love? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. How does God’s persistence with Jonah encourage you when you feel hesitant or inadequate 
in serving Him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reflection: 
 
5. How does Jonah’s journey—from disobedience to reluctant obedience—mirror struggles in 
your own walk of faith? 
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6.  What does this story reveal about God’s patience with His servants and His relentless desire 
to save the lost? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  How might Jonah’s experience reshape your view of God’s mercy toward people you might 
consider “beyond hope”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  What lessons can you draw from Nineveh’s response about the power of repentance and 
God’s willingness to forgive? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.  How can Jonah’s story inspire you to trust God’s purposes even when they challenge your 
comfort or expectations? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


