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Eternal Salvation 

 

God, in His infinite love and mercy, provided the only way for sinful humanity to be reconciled 

back to Himself. The Bible declares, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Because 

every person has sinned, God knew we could never restore our broken relationship with Him on 

our own. Instead, He sent Jesus Christ to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Romans 3:25 

explains that “God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of His 

blood, to be received by faith.” Jesus willingly took upon Himself the punishment that we 

deserved so that justice would be satisfied and mercy could be extended to all who believe. As 

Isaiah 53:5 reminds us, “He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him.” Salvation is therefore not man's 

idea or achievement.  It is God's gracious provision for a world that could never save itself. 

 

The question then becomes, What is required of us to receive this gift of salvation? The answer 

is remarkably simple. Romans 10:9 says, “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” Every other religion 

places the burden of salvation upon the individual through good deeds, rituals, personal 

discipline, or religious performance in hopes of earning God's favor. Christianity stands 

completely apart because it teaches that Jesus Christ has already accomplished everything 

necessary for our salvation through His death and resurrection. The work has already been 

completed on our behalf. We are not called to earn God's acceptance but simply to receive by 

faith what Jesus has already done. Ephesians 2:8-9 reinforces this truth, “For it is by grace you 

have been saved, through faith... not by works, so that no one can boast.” Salvation is not a 

reward for human effort but a gift of God's grace that is received through faith alone. 

 

Many people believe they should go to Heaven because they consider themselves to be a good 

person. They compare themselves to others and conclude that their good deeds outweigh their 

failures. However, the Bible teaches that God's standard is not comparison with other people but 

perfect righteousness. Romans 3:21-24 declares that righteousness comes from God through faith 

in Jesus Christ because “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” No amount of 

charity, kindness, or religious activity can erase our sin or make us righteous before a holy God. 

Jesus Himself taught that following Him requires surrender, saying, “Whoever wants to save 

their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for Me will find it” (Matthew 16:25 and Mark 

8:34-35). Salvation begins when we stop trusting in ourselves and place our complete trust in 

Jesus. The thief on the cross demonstrates this truth beautifully (Luke 23:39-43). He had no 

opportunity to perform good works, attend religious services, or make amends for his past. Yet 
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after placing his faith in Jesus, Christ assured him, “Today you will be with Me in paradise.” His 

salvation rested entirely upon what Jesus accomplished, proving that our good works will never 

meet God's standard for salvation. 

 

Although salvation is offered freely to everyone, Jesus taught that relatively few people choose 

to receive it. In Matthew 7:13-14, Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the 

gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the 

gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.” The broad road is attractive 

because it allows people to live according to their own desires, trust in themselves, or reject 

God's authority altogether. The narrow road requires humility, repentance, and surrender to Jesus 

Christ as Lord. It means dying to self, laying aside pride, and receiving the gift of salvation that 

cannot be earned. Jesus invites every person to walk this path, but each individual must make 

that decision personally. Choose this day to be among the few who recognize their need for a 

Savior, deny yourself, and receive freely what Jesus has already accomplished on your behalf. 

 

Death, disease, suffering, and heartache were never part of God's original creation. They entered 

the world through Adam's disobedience, bringing sin and its consequences upon all humanity 

(Romans 5:12). Because God is perfectly righteous and just, He could not ignore sin or leave it 

unpunished. Yet because He is also perfectly loving, He provided the only way for us to be 

reconciled back to Himself through His Son, Jesus Christ. This is why the message of the Gospel 

is truly called the "Good News." Everything necessary for our salvation has already been 

accomplished through Jesus' death, burial, and resurrection. There is nothing we can do to earn 

our way into Heaven or restore ourselves to God by our own efforts. Just as Adam's personal 

choice brought separation from God, each of us must make a personal decision to be reconciled 

to Him by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. Today, ask God to forgive your sins, repent of your 

old way of life, and receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Accept the free gift of salvation 

that He has lovingly provided, and experience the eternal life that only He can give. 

 

Study Questions: 

 

1.  God provided salvation through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ rather than requiring humanity to 

earn reconciliation. Why was Jesus' sacrificial death the only acceptable payment for sin, and 

what does this reveal about both God's justice and His love? (John 3:16; Romans 3:25; Isaiah 

53:5) 

 

 

 

 

 

2.   According to Romans 10:9 and Ephesians 2:8-9, what is the difference between receiving 

salvation by faith and attempting to earn salvation through good works? Why do you think many 

people find it difficult to simply receive God's gift of grace? 
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3. Paul teaches that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God." How does this truth 

challenge the common belief that being a "good person" is enough to enter Heaven? What 

standard does God use instead of human comparison? (Romans 3:21-24) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Jesus calls His followers to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Him. What does 

"dying to self" practically look like in everyday life? What personal desires or priorities most 

often compete with complete surrender to Christ? (Matthew 16:25; Mark 8:34-35) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. The thief on the cross had no opportunity to perform good works before his death, yet Jesus 

promised him Paradise. What does this account teach about the relationship between faith, grace, 

and good works? How would you explain this passage to someone who believes salvation must 

be earned? (Luke 23:39-43) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.   Jesus said that few people find the narrow road that leads to life. Why do you think the broad 

road is so attractive to many people? What characteristics distinguish someone who is walking 

the narrow road? (Matthew 7:13-14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Sin entered the world through Adam's disobedience, bringing death and separation from God. 

Why is it important to understand the origin of sin when explaining the Gospel? How does 

Adam's failure help us appreciate Christ's work of redemption? (Romans 5:12) 
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8.  If salvation is entirely a gift of grace, what role do good works play in our lives after 

salvation? How should genuine faith naturally affect the way a we live our lives? (Romans 3:25; 

Ephesians 2:8-9; Luke 23:39-43) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Saving faith involves more than agreeing with facts about Jesus. What evidence does the Bible 

give that genuine faith includes trust, repentance, and surrender? How can someone distinguish 

between intellectual belief and saving faith? (John 3:16; Romans 10:9; Matthew 16:24-25) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Jesus warned that following Him requires sacrifice and commitment. In what ways does 

modern culture encourage people to choose the broad road instead? What practical steps can we 

take to remain faithful on the narrow path? (Matthew 7:13-14; Mark 8:34-35) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. How does Romans 3:21-24, Isaiah 53:5, and John 3:16 work together to explain the complete 

Gospel message, from humanity's sinful condition, to Christ's substitutionary sacrifice, to God's 

offer of eternal life? Why is each part of this message essential? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.   After studying Romans 10:9, Matthew 7:13-14, and Luke 23:39-43, where have you 

personally placed your hope for eternal life? Are you trusting in your own goodness, religious 

activity, or entirely in the finished work of Jesus Christ? What response is God calling you to 

make today?  


