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But Even If He Does Not... 

 

The account of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in Daniel 3 is one of the greatest examples of 

unwavering faith found in all of the Bible. King Nebuchadnezzar issued a decree that whenever 

the people heard the sound of the instruments, they were to "fall down and worship the golden 

image" (Daniel 3:5). Refusal meant certain death in a blazing furnace. While nearly everyone 

else chose the path of self-preservation, these three young Hebrew men stood firm in their 

worship of the one true God. Their response to the king reveals the heart of genuine faith, "Our 

God whom we serve is able to save us... But even if He does not..." (Daniel 3:17-18). They 

believed completely in God's power to deliver them, yet they refused to make their obedience 

dependent upon the outcome. Whether God rescued them or allowed them to die, God alone was 

worthy of their worship. Their confidence rested not in receiving a miracle but in the character of 

the God they served. God ultimately chose to deliver them, and Nebuchadnezzar saw a fourth 

person walking with them in the fire, demonstrating that the Lord does not always keep His 

people from the flames, but He faithfully walks with them through them. Their testimony 

reminds us that true faith trusts God because of who He is, not merely because of what He does. 

 

This same steadfast faith is the calling of every Christian. Throughout the Bible, God repeatedly 

demonstrates His faithfulness, even when circumstances appear hopeless. Abraham believed that 

God could fulfill His promises even when asked to sacrifice Isaac, trusting that God was able to 

find a way (Hebrews 11:17-19). Moses stood before the Red Sea and witnessed God make a way 

where none existed (Exodus 14). David declared that "the battle is the Lord's" before defeating 

Goliath (1 Samuel 17:47). Daniel was preserved in the lions' den because God "sent His angel 

and shut the lions' mouths" (Daniel 6:22). Esther courageously risked her life to save God's 

people, understanding that obedience was more important than personal safety (Esther 4:16). In 

the New Testament, Peter was miraculously freed from prison (Acts 12:6-11), while Paul and 

Silas praised God in prison and then an earthquake opened every door (Acts 16:25-26). Yet the 

Bible also reminds us that faithful obedience does not always result in earthly deliverance. 

Stephen was martyred while seeing the glory of Christ (Acts 7:55-60), James was executed (Acts 

12:2), and Hebrews 11 honors many believers who endured suffering because they were looking 

for "a better resurrection" (Hebrews 11:35). These examples teach us that God's faithfulness is 

not measured by whether He removes every trial but by His unchanging presence and His eternal 

purposes. Whether He rescues us from suffering or carries us through it, He is always 

accomplishing what is best for His glory and for the good of those who love Him. 
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The challenge for us today is to develop the same "but even if He does not" faith demonstrated 

by these three young men. Jesus instructed us not to "store up for yourselves treasures on earth," 

where they can be destroyed, but to "store up... treasures in Heaven" (Matthew 6:19-20). Earthly 

blessings such as health, financial security, meaningful relationships, and peaceful circumstances 

are gifts from God to be enjoyed with gratitude, but they were never intended to become the 

foundation of our hope. Peter reminds us that we possess "an inheritance... reserved in Heaven" 

that can never perish (1 Peter 1:4). Paul learned to be content in every circumstance because 

Christ was his strength (Philippians 4:11-13), and he confidently declared that "my God will 

supply all your needs" (Philippians 4:19). Likewise, Romans 8:28 assures us that God works all 

things together for the good of those who love Him, while Romans 8:38-39 proclaims that 

nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. This does not mean we are promised lives free 

from hardship, tragedy, or loss. Rather, it means that whatever God permits, He will also sustain 

us through it and use it for His perfect purposes. Our responsibility is not to control the outcome 

but to faithfully obey the One who sees the beginning and the end. Like Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, we are called to trust God's wisdom above our understanding, His provision above 

our own efforts, and His eternal promises above temporary circumstances, knowing that our 

greatest treasure is secure forever in Christ. 

 

Study Questions: 

 

1.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego declared that God was able to deliver them, yet they also 

committed themselves to obey Him even if He chose not to rescue them. What would it look like 

for you to have a "but if not" faith in the most difficult area of your life today? (Daniel 3:16-18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  The three Hebrew men refused to bow to the image even when everyone else did. What idols 

or pressures in today's culture tempt you to compromise your worship of God, and how can you 

remain faithful despite those influences? (Exodus 20:3-5; Romans 12:2; Daniel 3:5-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Lord did not prevent the three men from entering the furnace, but He was present with 

them in the fire. How does this truth reshape the way you should view suffering, trials, and 

unanswered prayers? (Daniel 3:24-25; Isaiah 43:2; Matthew 28:20) 
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4.  Hebrews 11 records believers who experienced miraculous deliverance alongside others who 

suffered and died in faith. What does this teach us about God's definition of victory, and how is it 

different from the world's definition of success? (Hebrews 11:32-40; Romans 8:35-39) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Abraham, Esther, Daniel, David, and countless others trusted God when the outcome was 

uncertain. Which Biblical example of courageous faith challenges you the most, and what 

specific lesson can you apply from that person's life? (Genesis 22:1-14; Esther 4:13-16; Daniel 

6:16-23; 1 Samuel 17:45-47) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Jesus taught us to store up treasures in Heaven rather than on earth. If someone examined how 

you spend your time, money, talents, and attention, what would they conclude is your greatest 

treasure? (Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:1-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Paul learned to be content in every circumstance because Christ was his sufficiency. How can 

we cultivate contentment without becoming complacent, and what practical habits help us 

strengthen our trust in God's provision? (Philippians 4:11-13, 19; 1 Timothy 6:6-10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Romans 8 assures us that God works all things together for good, even when His purposes are 

not immediately visible. Describe a time when you later recognized God's hand in a difficult 

season. How does that experience strengthen your confidence for future trials? (Romans 8:28; 

Genesis 50:20; James 1:2-4) 
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9. Stephen remained faithful to Christ even as he was being martyred, while Peter was 

miraculously delivered from prison. Why is it important not to measure God's faithfulness solely 

by whether He changes our circumstances? (Acts 7:54-60; Acts 12:1-11; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  Fear of loss often influences our decisions more than faith in God. What possessions, 

relationships, achievements, or dreams would be most difficult for you to surrender, and how 

does the Bible encourage you to hold these things with open hands? (Job 1:20-22; Luke 14:26-

33; Philippians 3:7-8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Jesus promised that following Him could involve suffering, yet He also promised eternal 

reward. How should the certainty of Heaven shape the way we respond to hardship, persecution, 

and sacrifice today? (Matthew 5:10-12; John 16:33; 2 Corinthians 4:17-18; 1 Peter 1:3-9) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. If your faith were tested as dramatically as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego's, what 

spiritual disciplines and daily choices would prepare you to remain faithful? What changes can 

you begin making today so your confidence rests fully in God rather than in your circumstances? 

(Daniel 3:16-18; Ephesians 6:10-18; James 1:12; Hebrews 12:1-3) 


