Revealing Words Bible Study

“Speaking In Parables”

www.revealingwords.com

Speaking in Parables

A parable is a short, symbolic story that uses everyday images to reveal a deeper spiritual truth.
Jesus employed parables throughout His ministry as a way to communicate profound realities
about the Kingdom of God in a form simple enough for anyone to hear, yet layered enough that
only the spiritually attentive would grasp their full meaning. The Gospel of Matthew contains
many of Jesus’ most well-known parables, including the Parable of the Sower, the Wheat and the
Tares, the Hidden Treasure, and the Pearl of Great Price. Matthew emphasizes Jesus as the
promised Messiah and authoritative teacher, and His parables serve as powerful tools to reveal
the nature of His kingdom. These stories invite listeners to lean in, reflect, and seek deeper
understanding through faith, showing that Jesus intentionally used parables to separate genuine
seekers from casual hearers.

Matthew contains numerous parables that illustrate spiritual truths through vivid imagery. In the
Parable of the Sower, Jesus says, “Behold, the sower went out to sow” (Matthew 13:3 NASB),
teaching that the condition of the heart determines whether the Word of God takes root. In the
Parable of the Wheat and the Tares, He explains, “The Kingdom of Heaven may be compared to
a man who sowed good seed in his field” (Matthew 13:24 NASB), revealing that good and evil
grow together until God’s final judgment. In the Parable of the Hidden Treasure, Jesus declares,
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field” (Matthew 13:44 NASB), showing
that the Kingdom is worth sacrificing everything to obtain. These parables function as spiritual
mirrors: they reveal truth to those who seek it and conceal truth from those who are indifferent.
Matthew’s Gospel uses these parables to highlight the urgency and value of responding to Jesus
with wholehearted devotion and an open mind and heart.

Jesus used parables because they separate the curious from the committed. A parable invites the
listener to ponder, wrestle, and seek God for understanding. Those who were spiritually hungry
would ask questions, reflect deeply, and ultimately receive revelation through the Holy Spirit.
Those who were indifferent or hardened would walk away unchanged. This is why Jesus often
explained His parables privately to His disciples: they were the ones genuinely seeking truth.
Parables protect spiritual truth from being trampled by those who only want spectacle or proof.
Jesus did not want followers who were convinced merely by outward evidence; He wanted
disciples who responded in faith, the same faith required when reading the Bible today and
asking the Holy Spirit to reveal its meaning. Parables cultivate humility, dependence, and
spiritual hunger, qualities essential for genuine discipleship.
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Ultimately, the use of parables underscores the central truth that faith, not proof, is the
foundation of a relationship with God. Adam and Eve fell because they abandoned trust in God’s
word and sought their own proof, choosing to “see for themselves” rather than believe what God
had already spoken. That same temptation persists today. Parables challenge us to resist the
desire for absolute, tangible proof and explanation instead of approaching God with open hearts,
willing to seek, listen, and trust. For Christians, parables offer us countless opportunities to grow
in faith, pursue God, and invite the Holy Spirit to illuminate spiritual truth. For those who are not
yet believers, parables remove the kind of hard evidence that bypasses faith and instead present
an open door, an invitation to seek God, wrestle with meaning, and discover the Holy Spirit
revelation that leads to salvation. Parables are not obstacles; they are pathways for those who
truly desire to know God.

Study Questions:

1. How does understanding the definition and purpose of a parable shape the way you interpret
Jesus’ teaching style throughout the Gospel of Matthew?

2. Matthew contains many parables that reveal the nature of the Kingdom of Heaven. How does
Matthew’s emphasis on parables affect your understanding of Jesus’ ministry compared to other
Gospels?

3. In the Parable of the Lost Sheep (Matthew 18:12-14), Jesus describes a shepherd who seeks
the one that wandered. How does this metaphor deepen your understanding of Jesus’ identity and
His mission to save the lost?

4. In the Parable of the Vineyards (Matthew 20:1-16), Jesus teaches about God’s generosity and
sovereignty. What does “abiding in God’s ways” practically look like in your walk with Christ?
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5. In the Parable of the Wedding Feast (Matthew 22:1-14), Jesus reveals that only those who
respond rightly to God’s invitation are welcomed. What forms of “spiritual hunger” do people
attempt to satisfy apart from Christ, and why do those attempts fail?

6. Why do you think Jesus chose to explain His parables privately to His disciples but not to the
crowds (Matthew 13:10-11)? What does this reveal about spiritual hunger and intentional
discipleship?

7. In Matthew 13:13, Jesus says He speaks in parables because some “seeing do not see, and
hearing do not hear.” How does this challenge your expectations for clear, straightforward
teaching?

8. In what ways does Jesus’ use of parables in Matthew demonstrate that God values faith over
proof? How does this principle apply to your own walk with God?

9. Compare Adam and Eve’s desire for proof in Genesis 3 with Jesus’ call to faith in Matthew’s
parables. How does this contrast illuminate the spiritual danger of seeking knowledge apart from
trust in God?
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10. How do Matthew’s parables invite you to rely on the Holy Spirit for revelation rather than
intellectual ability alone?

11. For unbelievers, parables remove “hard evidence” and instead create an opportunity to seek
God. How does this shape your understanding of evangelism and spiritual conversations in light
of Matthew’s teachings?

12. After studying Matthew’s parables, what steps can you take to cultivate a heart that seeks
understanding rather than merely information, and faith rather than proof?
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